HINDU RELIGIONS,
SECTION    f.
STATE OF THE HINDU RELIGION ANTERIOR TO ITS PRESENT CONDITION.
Although 1 have neither the purpose nor the power to enter into any detail of the remote condition of the Hindu faith, yet as its present state is of comparatively very recent origin, it may form a not unnecessary, nor uninteresting preliminary branch of the enquiry, to endeavour to determine its existing modifications, at the period immediately preceding the few centuries, which have sufficed to bestow upon it its actual form: it happens, also, that some controversial works exist, which throw considerable light upon the subject,, and of which the proximity of their date, to the matters of which they treat, may he conjectured with probability or positively ascertained. Of these, the two principal works, and from which I shall derive such scanty information as is attainable, are the Sankara Digvijaya of Ananda Giri, and the Sarva Darshana Sangraha of Madhabacharya, the former a reputed disciple of Sankara himself, and the latter a well-known and able writer, who lived in the commencement of the 14th Century.
The authenticity of the latter of these two works, there is no room to question, and there is but little reason to attach any doubt to the former. Some of the marvels it records